
CITY OF REDMOND 
DESIGN REVIEW BOARD 

September 15, 2016 
 
 
NOTE: These minutes are not a full transcription of the meeting. Tapes are available for public 
review in the Redmond Planning Department.  
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Chairman David Scott Meade, Craig Krueger, Henry Liu, 

Kevin Sutton and Zoi Karagouni. 
 
EXCUSED ABSENCES:   Renard Mun  
           
STAFF PRESENT:   Ben Sticka 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY:  Susan Trapp with Lady of Letters, Inc. 
 
The Design Review Board is appointed by the City Council to make decisions on design issues 
regarding site planning, building elevations, landscaping, lighting and signage. Decisions are 
based on the design criteria set forth in the Redmond Development Guide. 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The Design Review Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Meade at 7:34 p.m. 
 
APPROVAL 
LAND-2016-01525, Microsoft Building 42 
Description: 5,570 sf. addition to Building 42 on the Microsoft Redmond Main Campus 
Location: 15590 NE 31st Street 
Contact: Connie Kerr with ZGF Architects, LLP 
Staff Contact: Benjamin Sticka, 425-556-2470 or bsticka@redmond.gov 
 
Mr. Sticka stated that staff is recommending approval for this addition to Building 42 on the 
Microsoft Redmond Main Campus. The addition will be used as an operation center and is 
located in the Augusta Complex.  
 
Mr. Simpson with ZGF gave a brief overview of the addition. He showed various slides that 
represented the project. It was designed to integrate with the existing buildings and is only two 
stories in height. The windows are similar to the windows in the adjacent buildings. The building 
will not be highly visible due the mature trees in front of the building. The goal is to make this 
building blend in seamlessly. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD 
 
Mr. Sutton: 

• Asked if there was an entrance into the building from the outside. Mr. Simpson said 
there is no entrance, there is an exit, but the main ingress and egress from the building 
is through the adjacent buildings. 
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• Feels the brick does not turn the corner on this addition and wondered how this is being 
dealt with. Mr. Simpson said the new portion of the building is pre-cast and does not 
really turn the corner; however, as the building returns, there will be a reveal with a clean 
edge and a dark in-fill strip.  

 
 
Mr. Liu: 

• Asked if this building has RTUs on the roof and the response was that it does not. 
 
Mr. Krueger: 

• Thinks the project looks straight forward and appreciates the architects “ghosting out” of 
trees to see what the building will look like in the fall and winter months. 

 
Ms. Karagouni: 

• Asked about how the new concrete will be attached to the brick on the north side. Mr. 
Simpson replied that there is a reveal that will be between six and eight inches. The pre-
cast concrete will terminate close to but without touching the brick wall with an in-fill 
material.  

 
MOVED BY MR. LIU TO APPROVE LAND 2016-0152 MICROSOFT BUILDING 42 AS 
PRESENTED AND RECOMMENDED, SECONDED BY MR. SUTTON. MOTION CARRIED 
(5-0). 
 
PRE-APPLICATION 
LAND-2016-01087, North Redmond Elementary 
Description: Proposal includes 30 classrooms and 4 portables and will  
accommodate 624 students and 44 staff 
Location: SW corner of NE 122nd Street and 172nd Avenue NE 
Contact: Andy Paroline with Paroline Associates 
Prior Review Date: 06/16/16 
Staff Contact: Benjamin Sticka, 425-556-2470 or bsticka@redmond.gov 
 
Mr. Stick said this is the second pre-application for this project and at the last meeting the board 
was generally accepting of the project with several recommendations for improvement. The 
applicant will present the details of how they have addressed those concerns.  
 
Mr. Cottrill is designing this new school and the name has changed to the New School in 
Redmond because the school has not actually been named. He reviewed the site plan to 
refresh everyone’s memory. There is now 1,600 sq. ft. of queuing now for the busses and cars 
in an effort to get vehicles off the street. The parking lot has been changed to accommodate the 
flow of vehicles. The shed roof in the middle of the building was turned opposite to the others 
which opens up the entrance. He showed slides of all the changes that have been made.  
 
COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD 
 
Mr. Sutton:  

• Feels the profile of wall is heavier than the roof.  
• Likes the changes and would like more interest in the entry. 
• Thinks a different material at entry would provide more interest. 
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Mr. Liu: 

• Asked if expansion is still possible. Mr. Cottrill stated that it is not in design at this point, 
but the queuing takes into account the extra population of the future portables. 

 
Mr. Krueger: 

• Would like larger images of the building and more pictures from around building. 
• Is happy with the overall direction of the project. 

 
Ms. Karagouni:  

• Would like to see more elevations at the next meeting to understand the scale.  
• Feels it looks good and likes the queuing. 

  
Mr. Meade: 

• Agrees with Ms. Karagouni about having more elevations or a model of the building for 
the next meeting. 

• Would like to have a detailed landscape plan when it comes before the board for 
approval. 

 
COMMENTS FROM AUDIENCE MEMBERS 
 
Keli Dean, 17107 NE 80th Street, asked about sustainability recommendations and what those 
are as mentioned in the memo. Mr. Cottrill stated that they are doing several different things to 
make the building sustainable, basically it is being built to LEED Silver standards, but without 
the paperwork involved.  
 
The other comment she had was in regards to the queuing. Since this school is in a densely 
populated area, was thought given to providing less queuing to encourage more walking and 
biking? Mr. Meade stated that the Design Review Board’s standpoint would be to ensure that 
the school could accommodate maximum usage for days that are not walkable. 
 
Gayle Elam, 10551 158th Ave NE, said she likes the bike racks and hopes there will be enough 
for all the bikes. She feels the entrance canopy does not look in character of the building and 
should be bolder. Mr. Cottrill said the canopy extends 20 feet to provide shelter from the rain.  
 
PRE-APPLICATION 
LAND-2016-00271, Hopelink 
Description: New construction of a 2-story building including a Food Bank Grocery  
and Storage, Client Service Center and Administration Offices. Proposed are 74 parking stalls 
Location: 15511 NE 90th Street 
Contact: Poppi Handy with Third Place Design Co-Op 
Prior Review Date: 03/17/16 
Staff Contact: Sarah Vanags, 425-556-2426, svanags@redmond.gov 
 
Mr. Sticka, standing in for Ms. Vanags and gave an overview of the project. This is the second 
pre-app on this project. The board’s feedback at the last meeting was mostly on modulation, 
colors and materials, but overall was pleased by the direction of this building.  
 
Ms. Handy stated that with the modulation, the building was trying to keep the footprint as 
compact as possible. There is some stepping out on the modulation to give some material 
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changes. There will be food production trees planted as shown on the landscape design. She 
showed some slides outlining some of the changes in the massing. The board also commented 
at the last meeting about using more natural materials on the outside of the building; however, 
the client said that the choice of materials is related to the maintenance of the building as 
operational funds are low. The metal siding colors will be used to create textural differences.  
 
The delivery loading dock has been moved to the center of the building to blend with the rest of 
the site. The board also commented at the last meeting about increasing the parapet roof cap 
and it is now two feet deep instead of the eighteen inches as shown last time. Currently, the 
design calls for a metal soffit, but the alternative would be a wood soffit which would bring in a 
more natural element. Cost and maintenance is an issue with the wood. The last change is the 
window color; against the champagne color of the building, the darker window frames would pop 
better to provide more interest.   
 
COMMENTS FROM THE BOARD 
 
Mr. Sutton: 

• Would prefer the wood soffit, so maybe there could be some cost savings to afford that. 
• Wondered if there are other alternative materials to use for the trash enclosure. Ms. 

Handy stated that other materials were considered, but with the amount of landscaping 
that will be in front of that area, the enclosure will be hidden.  

• Asked if the greenhouse is a functioning greenhouse. Ms. Handy said that it is a part of 
the food production.  

 
Mr. Liu: 

• Feels the eyebrows on the back of the building make the building look too busy or they 
are too big. 

• Thinks the building should be strong and simple. 
 
Mr. Krueger: 

• Agrees with Mr. Liu about the eyebrows on the building. 
• Would like to have the trees faded out next time so the building can be seen. 
• Feels the color scheme looks dated. Ms. Handy stated that the renderings of the color 

are not true to the actual color and the siding on the material board is the true color. Mr. 
Krueger felt that the color scheme as explained would be excellent. 

 
Ms. Karagouni:  

• Asked for better renderings with more details on signing and a lighting study next time. 
 
Mr. Meade:  

• Suggested painting the trash enclosure a dark color to blend into the site. 
• Felt if the some of the eyebrows were eliminated, that might free up enough money for 

the wood soffit.  
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ADJOURNMENT 
 
IT WAS MOVED BY MR. KRUEGER AND SECONDED BY MS. KARAGOUNI TO ADJOURN 
THE MEETING AT 8:48 P.M. MOTION CARRIED (5-0).    
 

 

December 1, 2016      
_________________________     __________________________ 
MINUTES APPROVED ON     RECORDING SECRETARY 
 


