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• UT-41—Encourage incorporation of natural systems into building designs to 
minimize runoff. Examples of such designs are sod roofs or rainwater capture to 
provide on-site landscape watering. 

 
• UT-42—Pursue the development of street standards that incorporate natural systems 

into the design of the streets. Examples of this are swales planted with native 
vegetation, such as the Street Edge Alternative (SEA) project, a natural drainage 
roadway in Seattle’s Broadview neighborhood. 
 

• N-EH-42—Use a variety of methods to encourage development practices and 
infrastructure maintenance practices that promote sustainability, such as Street Edge 
Alternative (SEA) streets, green streets, and low-impact development and associated 
technologies. 
 

• N-ID-4—Encourage greater reductions in impervious surfaces by offering 
guidelines and allowing use of innovative stormwater infrastructure techniques 
where feasible in the Idylwood Neighborhood. Use methods, such as the low-impact 
development techniques found in Redmond’s Stormwater Technical Notebook. Seek 
opportunities as part of new development, redevelopment, and for existing land uses 
throughout the neighborhood. 
 

• N-ID-8—Consider bioretention within the right-of-way in appropriate locations 
throughout the Idylwood Neighborhood. Promote 180th Avenue NE for 
demonstration of this stormwater management technique and other low-impact 
development techniques, such as permeable sidewalks and site-appropriate, native 
vegetation. Consider designs similar to Seattle’s SEA-Street. 

 
3. Potential general impacts to the natural environment, such as impacts to critical 

areas and other natural resources, including whether development will be 
directed away from environmentally critical areas and other natural resources. 

   
A large canon of scientific literature supports the use of LID as a means of protecting local 
streams from potential impacts associated with stormwater runoff.  Relative to traditional 
stormwater management methods, LID reduces the amount of stormwater discharged from 
developed sites, and also provides greater treatment before runoff is discharged.  As a 
result, LID reduces the erosion of stream banks that can occur when large amounts of 
runoff enter a stream in a short period of time. LID also reduces the amount of pollutants 
entering the stream, and thus improves water quality. 

 
4. Potential general impacts to the capacity of public facilities and services.  For land 

use related amendments, whether public facilities and services can be provided 
cost-effectively and adequately at the proposed density/intensity.  

 
The proposed changes are not expected to negatively impact the capacity of public 
facilities. In parts of the City serviced by larger regional facilities, on-site stormwater 








