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On-Street Parking

Attachment C: Advantages and Disadvantages of On-Street Parking

In general, the consensus from the planning community is that on-street parking is an asset in downtown environments, as it buffers pedestrians
from vehicle traffic and adds a sense of activity and vibrancy to the streetscape in emerging downtowns. However, on-street parking requires

valuable real-estate that could be used for other purposes, for example, bike lanes, bioswales, or wider sidewalks. The decision of whether on-
street parking is appropriate in any given location depends on a variety of factors including the availability of other parking, competition for
right-of-way by other modes, and the perceive ease of access to street front businesses. Below, is a table summarizing the key benefits and

downsides of providing on-street parking.

e Provides a buffer for pedestrians and makes for a more
comfortable walking environment' "

e Provides convenient business access, which is particularly
important for ADA users "

e On-street parking increases vitality by creating street-level
activity as people go between their cars and destinations.
This activity makes people feel safer”

e On-street parking slows cars down, which increases safety in
downtown"" *"

e Street revisions are expensive — removal of on street
parking would require moving curb, gutter, and revising
drainage

o Elimination of on-street parking is perceived by businesses
as take-away, even if it’s revenue impacts are minimal ‘X

o If on-street parking is replaced by wider sidewalks, it is
important that the sidewalks be well used, as empty
sidewalks discourage pedestrians from sticking around *

Ingress/egress from on-street parking can negatively impact
vehicle throughput at nearby intersections during congested
periods”

Door hazard to cyclists
If located adjacent to a crosswalk, on-street parking creates
a visual barrier between motor vehicle traffic and crossing
pedestrians, especially children and people using
wheelchairs "

On-street parking consumes right-of-way that can be used
by other modes or streetscape amenities ™

On-street parking represents an impervious surface, which
has implications for storm water runoff and the urban heat
effect
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