Attachment B: Comprehensive Plan Urban Centers Vision

Future Vision for Redmond:

Urban Centers

and is a destination for
many in Redmond and in the region. Attractive offices,
stores, services and residential developments have
contributed to a new level of vibrancy, while retaining
a comfortable, connected feel that appeals to
residents, businesses and visitors. Many more people
live Downtown, and housing choices include a wide
range of pricing options. Strategic public and private
investments have created a true multidimensional
urban center with several new and expanded public
amenities, including the City Hall campus, Downtown
Central Park and the Redmond Central Connector
that are gathering places for the community, as well
as an arts and community cultural center, a pedestrian
connection to Marymoor Park, a vibrant Saturday
market, and a variety of quality arts and cultural
programs and performances.

Various portions of Downtown have their own
identities, design and appeal. It is easy to walk, bicycle,
use transit or drive between them, as well as to

the rest of Redmond and the region. Many visitors
walk or take transit to get to their destinations or
park in one of the conveniently located garages.

The congestion of 20 years ago has been tempered
primarily by providing convenient and effective
transportation alternatives together with improved
operations and then increased capacity in strategic
locations, such as SR 520 and important connections
in the street grid.

Old Town thrives as a focus for retail activity that
attracts pedestrians, providing a distinctive selection
of stores, restaurants, boutiques and theatres, as well
as varied housing opportunities. New buildings blend
with refurbished buildings, retaining the area’s historic
character. Cleveland Street is a pleasant place to

walk or sit, and people fill the street during the day
and evening. The Redmond Central Connector (the
former railroad right-of-way) has been transformed
to an urban green space that people of all ages enjoy,
that has convenient access to light rail, as well as
places to stroll, gather and talk with others, celebrate,
or stop and peek in store windows while walking to
Old Town or Redmond Town Center.

Large open spaces, such as the Sammamish River,
Downtown Central Park, the Redmond Central
Connector,Anderson Park and Bear Creek, as well
as abundant landscaping and a system of parks and
other gathering places, create a sense of Downtown
as an urban place within a rich natural environment.
A network of walkways, trails, vista points and plazas
enable people to enjoy the natural beauty of the river,
views of surrounding hillsides and mountains, and
other points of interest. Recent developments along
the Sammamish River are oriented to and embrace
the river, while maintaining adequate natural buffers.

that is the location of
internationally known companies, corporate
headquarters, high technology research and
development companies, and many other businesses.
While intensively and efficiently developed, the
employment areas retain their campus-like feel due to
attractive landscaping and the protection of significant
trees and other important natural features.
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During the past 20 years, redevelopment of Overlake
Village has brought retail storefronts closer to the
street and improvements to streetscapes to reflect
the green character of Redmond, making the area
more hospitable to transit, pedestrians and bicyclists.
This portion of Overlake has also become much more
diverse, featuring small neighborhoods with a variety
of housing choices, small-scale shopping and services
to serve employees and residents, and connections
to a network of parks, sidewalks, trails and transit
services. In many ways Overlake has demonstrated
that high technology uses can thrive in a sustainable
urban setting that offers opportunities to live,

work, shop and recreate for an increasingly diverse
workforce.
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Redmond’s Downtown and Overlake are both major
activity and employment centers.The Comprehensive
Plan continues to direct the majority of the city’s
employment and housing growth to these two

areas. In recognition and support of this continued
growth, portions of the Downtown and Overlake
Neighborhoods are designated as Urban Centers by
the King County Countywide Planning Policies and

as Regional Growth Centers by the Puget Sound
Regional Council.

Center designations are a strategy employed in King
County and in the central Puget Sound region for
purposes of growth management and transportation
planning, as well as for programming of regional
transportation funds to areas of concentrated growth.
Centers throughout the region are envisioned as
higher-density focal points within communities,
attracting people and businesses to an excellent
transportation system and diverse economic
opportunities, a variety of well-designed and
distinctive places to live, and proximity to shopping,
recreation and other amenities.

The Urban Centers Element contains policies specific
to the two Redmond neighborhoods that contain
urban centers: Downtown and Overlake. Like the
neighborhood plans contained in the Neighborhoods
Element, the overall goal of these plans is to

enhance the quality of life for all who live or work

in these urban centers. Planning for the Downtown
and Overlake neighborhoods follows the process,
techniques, and implementation strategies described
in the Neighborhoods Element.

A. Common Urban
Centers Policies

Downtown and Overlake are clearly distinct, but
both are designated as urban centers and so they
share certain characteristics and policy direction.
For example, both urban centers are major activity
centers in Redmond, both interface with SR 520, and
both will in the future have light rail stations.The
following policy sections describe Redmond’s urban
centers in general.





